
 

The Day The Stars Stood Still 

by Carsten Heidböhmer 

For this man, the most beautiful and sought-after stars of entertainment once came to rest 
- Hollywood celebrity photographer Matthew Rolston has worked with the biggest names 
in music, film and television since the 1980’s. A new volume of photographs, Hollywood 
Royale: Out of the School of Los Angeles, and a concurrent exhibition, presents a 
retrospective of the artist’s finest portraits from that decade.   

Artist Andy Warhol “discovered” Rolston in 1977 and gave him his first assignment - for 
Warhol’s celebrity magazine, Interview. In the decade that followed Rolston also worked 
for magazines such as Rolling Stone, Vanity Fair and Harper’s Bazaar. The American artist 
rose to become one of the great magazine photographers of his generation alongside 
contemporaries Herb Ritts, Bruce Weber, and Annie Leibovitz. 

Rolston photographed many of the biggest stars of the period. Hollywood Royale presents 
more than 100 impressive portraits from the late 1970s through the early 1990s - among 
them, a young Brigitte Nielsen. Drew Barrymore, Cyndi Lauper and many others all sat for 
him at the height of their fame. 

"Hollywood Royale: Out of the School of Los Angeles" by Matthew Rolston has been  
published by teNeues. Celebrating that publication, more than 50 of Rolston’s  
photographs are on view in a exhibition from 21 October to 2 December at Camera Work 
Photogalerie in Berlin. 

Actress Cybill Shepherd started her career as a model at age 16. In 1971, at the age 21, 
director Peter Bogdanovich gave her her start in movies, casting Shepherd as Jacy Farrow, 
the leading role in his landmark film, The Last Picture Show - he even left his wife for the 
young blonde. Shepherd acted in many more Hollywood productions, including 
Scorsese’s Taxi Driver (1976), but soon after, her career began to falter. Alongside Bruce 
Willis, she enjoyed a significant comeback in 1985 with the television series Moonlighting. 
Rolston photographed the actress in 1986 at the height of the second phase of her long 
career.  

Hearing the name “Brigitte Nielsen” today, most people conjure an image of cosmetic 
surgery done in front of a camera, or of a television reality show that accompanied Nielsen 
through alcohol rehab and survival camp. But in 1986 when this photo was made, the 
actress was one of the most talked about women in the entertainment universe. Shortly 
before Rolston’s portrait, Nielsen starred alongside Sylvester Stallone in the hit film Rocky 
4: The Fight of The Century - and soon married him. Here Nielsen looks with a wary 
optimism into the camera, not knowing at that time how far she might fall from grace.  

When Matthew Rolston pressed the “trigger” on this portrait, the facial features of Isabella 
Rossellini were quite soft, almost peaceful. Nothing indicated that the then 36-year-old had 
had a turbulent childhood as the daughter of the Swedish film actress and Hollywood 
great Ingrid Bergman and the Italian director Roberto Rossellini. The parents soon 
separated, and Rossellini grew up with a succession of nannies. Her marriages with famed 
American director Martin Scorsese, and later the model Jonathan Wiedemann, were 
largely unsuccessful. At the time this portrait was made, Rossellini was at the height of her 
beauty and fame - she had just finished shooting the film Blue Velvet with the director 
David Lynch and was privately, happily involved with him. This photograph captures that 
mood perfectly. 

In 1986, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun singer Cyndi Lauper was 33 and at the height of her 
fame. She had just released her second album, True Colors, and the unforgettable single 
of the same name stood at the top at the US charts - a success that was hard to beat - 
although the enduring star would go on to author an original score for the Broadway 
smash-hit Kinky Boots in 2013, handily winning Broadway’s top honor, a Tony Award, along 
the way.  

It was unclear at the moment this photo was created in 1991 where exactly Drew 
Barrymore’s career might lead. Her time as a child star was coming to an end - amongst 
other roles, she had famously acted in Steven Spielberg’s ET.  Her professional transition 
from girl to young woman was just beginning to take place. Ever the contrarian, Matthew 
Rolston here toys with this professional uncertainty, presenting the young star in male drag 
as a boy.  

Tom Waits was and always will be one cool cat. In 1986 Rolston staged this desert-setting 
portrait of Waits as if a wandering tinker / troubadour - complete with pots and pans 
strapped to a donkey - playing off the image the singer, poet and musician cultivated at 
this time. In Rolston’s staging, a bird is perched on Waits’ worn bowler hat. The perfect 
Hollywood moment.  

Today he is one of the most successful Hollywood directors of all time, his wealth 
estimated at nearly 3.6 billion dollars. But when Matthew Rolston got him in front of his 
camera Steven Spielberg was a comparative unknown: despite a huge success with Jaws, 
Spielberg was still considered a movie brat - one of a generation of young film nerds who 
were on their way to conquer cinema. At the time this photograph was created, Spielberg 
was just about to release Close Encounters of the Third Kind - clearly referenced by 
Rolston’s lighting plan - it appears as if the ‘mothership’ is hovering just above the frame.   

Christy Turlington was one of the original 1990’s ‘Supermodels’, helping to define a new 
era of beauty, along with glamour girls Claudia Schiffer, Cindy Crawford, Naomi Campbell 
and Linda Evangelista. 

But when Matthew Rolston photographed the 18-year-old Turlington in 1987 she was 
perhaps best known to pop music fans, having prominently appeared the year before in a 
video for “Notorious”, the hit single from British pop band Duran Duran.   

Here Rolston presents Turlington as if an exotic sea creature, modeling an unusual 
headpiece created for New York’s Fashion Institute of Technology’s groundbreaking 1987 
exhibition Fashion and Surrealism.  

Rolston’s 1987 portrait of the model Anitta is heavily influenced by surrealist artists such as 
Salvator Dali and filmmaker Luis Buñuel. This photograph, clearly referencing Dali’s 1931 
masterpiece The Persistence of Memory, is a part of the series The Surreal Thing, created 
for FIT’s exhibition Fashion and Surrealism.  
 

An impressive volume of photographs "Hollywood Royale: Out of the School of Los 
Angeles" by photographer Matthew Rolston has been published by teNeues, Germany.

Cybill Shepherd, Floral Wall, Los Angeles, 1986 
© Matthew Rolston

Brigitte Nielsen, Without Makeup II, Los Angeles, 1986 
© Matthew Rolston

Isabella Rossellini, Bird, New York, 1988 
© Matthew Rolston

Cyndi Lauper, Crystals, New York, 1986
© Matthew Rolston
 

Drew Barrymore, Portrait as a Boy, Los Angeles, 1991 
© Matthew Rolston

Tom Waits, Bird, Los Angeles, 1986 
© Matthew Rolston
 

Steven Spielberg, Close Encounter, Los Angeles, 1977
© Matthew Rolston

Christy Turlington, Manta Ray, The Surreal Thing, Series, New York, 
1987 © Matthew Rolston

Anitta, Clock Face, The Surreal Thing, Series, New York, 1987 
© Matthew Rolston


